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The Department of PG Chemistry at KBN College organized an enlightening 

Guest Lecture on "Strategies for Enhancing Women Participation in STEM 

Research" on 1st July 2024. The lecture was delivered by Prof. Upasana Bora Sinha 

from the Central University of Nagaland, a distinguished academic and researcher 

with extensive contributions to the field of STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, 

and Mathematics). 

The event was specifically designed for the M.Sc Organic Chemistry and Analytical 

Chemistry students, aiming to inspire and motivate them towards greater participation 

in STEM research fields. 

The program commenced with a warm welcome address by Dr. K. Kiran Kumar, 

Associate Professor, and Department of PG Chemistry who highlighted the 

significance of the lecture in promoting gender diversity in STEM fields. He 

emphasized the college’s commitment to fostering an inclusive academic environment 

that supports and encourages women in science. 

Prof. Upasana Bora Sinha began her lecture by addressing the current landscape of 

women’s participation in STEM research. She presented statistical data showing the 

gender gap in various STEM disciplines and highlighted the systemic barriers that 

women often face in their academic and professional journeys. 

Prof. Sinha proposed several strategies to enhance women’s participation in STEM 

research: 

1. Mentorship Programs: Establishing mentorship programs where experienced female 

scientists guide and support young women researchers. 

2. Scholarships and Grants: Providing targeted scholarships and research grants to 

women to encourage their pursuit of higher education and research in STEM fields. 

3. Work-Life Balance: Implementing policies that promote a healthy work-life 

balance, including flexible working hours and parental leave, to help women manage 

their professional and personal responsibilities. 

4. Networking Opportunities: Creating platforms for women in STEM to network, 

collaborate, and share their experiences and challenges. 



5. Awareness and Education: Raising awareness about STEM careers among young 

girls and providing early education opportunities to spark their interest in these fields. 

6. Institutional Support: Ensuring institutional support through policies that prevent 

discrimination and promote equal opportunities for women in research and academia. 

The lecture was followed by an interactive session where students had the opportunity 

to engage with Prof. Sinha. They asked insightful questions regarding overcoming 

challenges in STEM careers and sought advice on how to navigate their academic 

paths. Prof. Sinha’s responses were both encouraging and practical, providing the 

students with valuable guidance. 

The event concluded with a vote of thanks by Ms. K. Swathi, Assistant Professor, and 

Department of Chemistry. She expressed gratitude to Prof. Sinha for her inspiring 

lecture and to the Department of PG Chemistry for organizing the event.  

Feedback and Impact: 

The guest lecture received overwhelmingly positive feedback from the students, who 

found the session highly motivating and informative. Many expressed a renewed 

interest in pursuing research careers in STEM fields and felt more confident about 

overcoming potential barriers. Overall, the guest lecture by Prof. Upasana Bora Sinha 

was a resounding success, effectively highlighting the importance of enhancing 

women’s participation in STEM research and providing actionable strategies to 

achieve this goal.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  


